
CARES Emergency Grant - FAQs 
 
Q:  How do I know if I will get a CARES Emergency grant? 
If you filed a 2019-2020 FAFSA, have submitted all required documentation to complete your 
file and you are a currently (Spring 2020) enrolled student, you automatically get a CARES 
Emergency Grant.  (Note: if you are enrolled in the Leadership Studies program through 
Extended Education, you are not eligible for this funding.) 
If you did not file a 2019-20 FAFSA, we need to verify that you are eligible to receive federal 
financial aid, so you will need to apply for the funds through the Financial Aid website. 
 
Q:  How much will I get? 
Amounts range between $500 and $1000, depending on your EFC and whether you are enrolled 
full time or part-time. 
 
Q:  When will I get the money? 
If you are receiving a grant automatically, we hope to begin the process of disbursing grants by 
Monday May 4th.  If you are applying for a grant, it will take 1-2 weeks to review your request 
and verify eligibility. 
 
Q:  What If I owe money to the university, will I still get the grant? 
Yes.  The funds are to go directly to students, regardless of whether they owe any charges to 
the university. 
 
Q:  How will I get the money? 
If you are enrolled in Direct Deposit through your student center, you will receive the money 
that way.  If not, your check will be mailed to what you have listed as your current address in 
Student Center. 
 
Q:  I filed a California Dream Act Application, not a FAFSA, will I get money? 
Yes.  Although undocumented students are not eligible for the CARES grant, the university is 
setting aside institutional funds to get emergency grants to those students who filed a Dream 
Act Application. 
 
Q:  Is there anyone else who is not eligible for CARES funding? 
Yes.  International students and students in the exclusively online Leadership Studies program 
are not eligible.  These students can use the same application, however, to apply for Student 
Adversity Funds for emergency needs. 
 
Q. Will this grant affect my 2020-2021 Financial Aid Award?  
No. 
 



Q. Do I need to report this grant on my 2021-2022 FAFSA or Federal Tax Return? 
No. 
 
Q. Can I file a 2019-2020 FAFSA now and still get funding? 
Yes, but you will need to file your FAFSA by the end of the term, May 15, 2020. 
 
Q. I am graduating at the end of the spring semester, am I qualified to receive this grant? 
Yes.   
 
Q. I have received a Basic Needs Grant or Adversity Funds due to COVID-19 Financial 
Hardship, am I still qualified to receive the CARES emergency grant? 
Yes. 
 


